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MELROSE TOWNSHIP DDA MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of November 4, 2020 

At Melrose Township Hall 
 

 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING: 
 
Broc opened the Informational portion of the meeting, noting the meeting notice was provided to 
all taxing jurisdictions as well as the township’s web site and bulletin board in accordance with 
Public Act 57 of 2018. No representatives of the various taxing jurisdictions were in attendance. 
Broc noted the presentation normally provided during the informational portion of this meeting will 
be addressed under other agenda items. This information is also available on the DDA page of the 
township’s web site. No public comment was offered so Broc closed the informational portion of 
the meeting at 6:04 PM. 
 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
Chair Broc Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:04 PM. 
 
Members present:  Broc Johnson, Vern Goodwin, Steve Whittaker, Judy Goldsmith, Phil 
Whittaker, Dave Rentschler, Mike Strobel, and Katy Ross. 
 
Members absent: Jonathon Borisch. 
 
Also present: Recording Secretary Tom Mackie 
 

II. GUEST 
 
Dianna Stampfler of Promote Michigan provided a “Hemingway Homecoming 2021” project 
update. A committee meeting is scheduled for next Wednesday, November 11th at 7:00 PM 
at the Township Hall for any DDA member available to attend. See the attached 
“Hemingway Homecoming 2021” Project Update report for items discussed. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Dave Rentschler motioned, Phil Whittaker seconded, to approve the minutes of 
August 27, 2020 as presented. All ayes, motion carried. 
 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Tom reviewed the financial statements as presented in an income statement and balance 
sheet. 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a. Circle Park Purchase Update: Vern reported the Township hosted a Public Hearing on 
October 20th as part of the grant application process. A letter of support from the DDA 
will be required by February when the application is submitted. This is expected to be a 
2-year process and the property to be acquired by the township does not include 
riparian rights. 
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b. Park Bathhouse Project Update: Broc reported good progress being made. The 

facility should be open by Memorial Day. 
 
c. Park-Parking Lot Update: Fall activities concluded today with grading and afton stone 

planned for next April. The project includes improvements to stormwater drainage and 
will provide 2 ½ times the currently available parking when complete. 
 

d. 17 Meter Monument Sign Maintenance: Mike recommended a vinyl / rubber roof next 
spring. Until then he can shrink-wrap it for the winter. 

 
e. Merchants Association Update: Katy reported no recent meetings. They have made a 

down-payment toward their website development project. 
  

VI.  NEW BUSINESS:  
 

a. Village Development Plans: Broc read a report from Jonathon proving a status on 
planned development of a mixed-use facility on M-75 across from the hotel. 

b. Community Events Discussion: Discussed Covid-compliant plans for this year’s 
holiday events that will include a Christmas Tree and Steel Drum Band. 

c. Christmas Decorations: Dean Hicks presented a quote from Firman Irrigation offering 
either our standard installation with live garland or, for an initial extra investment, 
artificial garland with a reduced future cost. Following discussion, Dave Rentschler 
motioned to authorize $4,567 for a lighting package with artificial garland and to 
authorize spending $1,600 for the Steel Drum Band at this year’s Tree Lighting 
Ceremony. The motion was seconded by Katy Ross. All ayes, motion carried. 

d. Hemingway Homecoming 2021 – Additional Discussion 

Broc noted Dianna Stampfler’s proposal included a website budget. Dave and Steve 
both spoke in favor of this proposal. Broc Johnson motioned to authorize spending 
up to $3,000 for website development. Motion seconded by Mike Strobel. All ayes, 
motion carried. We discussed several URL ideas with general support for words like 
Discover, Explore, and Walloon in the title. 

Based on a further recommendation from Dianna, Phil Whittaker motioned to 
authorize spending $270 on a membership fee to the West Michigan Tourist 
Association (WMTA). Motion seconded by Dave Rentschler. All ayes, motion 
carried. 

e. Budget Discussion for 2021 
 

Following a review of all accounts the following items were offered as the DDA 
Committee’s recommendation to the Township Board for the 2021 budget: 
 

 US131 Marketing Campaign - $2,500 

 Web site creation and maintenance - $2,500 

 Car / Boat show Expenses - $10,000 

 Promote Michigan Event Planner - $5,000 
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 Steel Drum Band - $1,600 

 Park Bath House Renovation Project - $40,000 

 Walkable Museum Project - $31,000 

 Park Parking Lot Project - $22,000 

 Principal Portion of Debt Service - $35,000 

VII. DDA COMMENTS:  
Steve suggested next year’s Car / Boat show can take place as planned as long as Covid 
is not still an issue. 

Broc noted the next US131 Corridor meeting will be here on November 11th at 10:00 AM for 
anyone able to attend. 

Broc provided a proposal from Discovery Maps. Katy questioned their value for the DDA. 
Steve noted our existing brochures seem to go over well. 

 
 

VIII. CITIZEN COMMENTS: None 
 
 
IX. NEXT MEETING: Tentatively the third week of April, 2021 

 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 
None 

 
Prepared by:  Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
___________________________                                        ________________________ 
Tom Mackie, Recording Secretary Judy Goldsmith, Secretary 
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